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e it was not clear how the declaration would interact with the Treaty of Waitangi. For example the declaration
gives peasants and all other people working in rural areas the right to traditional knowledge relevant to plant
genetic resources.

e It was not clear how the declaration would apply to New Zealand farmers who are not often associated with
poverty or subsistence farming.

Talking points:

e New Zealand is a staunch advocate for reducing inequality glohally and for improving the livelihoods of all
people living in poverty, including those that work in subsistent farming in rural areas. New Zealand is
committed to improving the living conditions of international suhsistence farmers which is why all af the
New Zealand Aid Programme’s agricultural projects provide opportunities for small scale farmers.
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s9(2)(g)(i) while we support efforts by the

international community to recognise and improve the lives of poorer people, we had concerns with the process
and substzance of the declaration.

e In particular, there was insufficient time for proper deliberation and consultation of the declaration during the
Third Committee given the complex and new nature of the rights in the declaration.

e We were also concerned about how this declaration applied in New Zealand’s own domestic context, in
particular it was not clear how the declaration would interact with the Treaty of Waitangi and with our own
agricultural economy.

e Itis New Zealand’s view that the existing human rights. framework already protects peasants and people living in
rural areas and that the focus of the international community should be on implementation of these existing
rights rather than the creation of new normative frameworks.
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